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Impact of Colonialism

The early history of the Americas is often quite repetitive. All of the areas had indigenous people whose civilizations flourished until contact with Europeans. In Central America and the Caribbean, the Spanish created many colonies and often established plantation agriculture which required many workers. Since the native populations were killed through the spread of disease and warfare, African slaves were brought to work in the fields of locations that produced large crops for export.  Mexico and the countries of Central America did not have slaves brought to their lands as many Caribbean Islands did. This helps to explain the diversity between the mainland regions of Middle America and the island regions. The Spanish and, to a lesser extent, the French dramatically changed the ethnicity of Middle America. 
Cuba
Cuba, the largest island in the Greater Antilles, was typical of other islands exploited by Spain. It became a major sugar sugarcane grower and exporter.  As a result of slavery, many people of African heritage live in Cuba and have cultural traditions that reflect their heritage. The main religion of the island, Santeria, which is a mixture of African-based spirits with Catholic saints is a perfect example of how the Spanish and Africans created a culture unique to the region. 
At the end of the Spanish-American War, the United States became a colonial power with possession of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines, and various other islands. Although Cuba technically became independent in 1902, it remained under US influence for decades after their official independence. This was due largely to the influence that wealthy U.S. citizens and companies had over the sugar plantations and the sugar industry they owned or controlled. Things changed drastically after the Cuban Revolution. 
The Cuban Revolution

In January of 1934, the US government backed Fulgencio Batista in a coup to take control of the Cuban government. Later, in 1958, Fidel Castro rallied the support of the Cuban people and ousted the Batista government.  Castro’s government removed gambling from the island, took land from foreigners and foreign entities, and began moving the country toward socialism. This caused U.S. president Dwight D. Eisenhower to sever diplomatic relations with Cuba in 1960 and implement a partial trade embargo on Cuban goods. Later, the U.S. implemented a full-scale embargo, which included restricting travel and trade with Cuba. In March 1961, the Central Intelligence Agency of the U.S. trained Cuban exiles to invade Cuba at the Bay of Pigs, which is on the south side of the island. The invasion failed and caused Cuba to ask the Soviet Union for help protecting itself from the United States. After the U.S. placed missiles in Italy and Turkey, the Soviet Union eventually agreed and clandestinely supplied Cuba with nuclear weapons capable of hitting targets within the United States. In October of 1962, President Kennedy and Premier Khrushchev (the Soviet leader) resolved the dispute known as the Cuban Missile Crisis; averting a potential nuclear war. As part of their agreement, Khrushchev recalled the blockade ships near Cuba and agreed to dismantle the Cuban missile sites. In return, the United States agreed not to invade Cuba and to remove US missiles from sites in Turkey and Italy that were aimed at the Soviet Union.  In addition to removing threats, the countries agreed to and created the Moscow-Washington hotline as a way for the U.S. and Soviet Union, now Russia, to communicate during future emergencies. The line has been updated over the years as technology has improved and is only used to communicate during extreme situations. Castro was not pleased that he had been left out of these agreements and that the U.S. would continue to have a Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. In 1934, long before Castro came to power, Cuba and the U.S. entered a lease agreement for the Guantanamo Bay area.  Although President Obama signed for the closure of the detention facilities there in 2016, the facility has continued to hold detainees. 
Several years prior to his death in 2016, Castro turned over power to his brother, Raúl Castro. Fidel Castro earned the title of the longest-governing leader of any country in the world. 

A Post-Castro Cuba

Cuba’s economy is transitioning from a socialist to a more capitalist economy. It relies on outside sources for energy and food. The introduction of wage differentiation among workers and the allowance of modern technologies has aided Cuba’s transition. Internet access, which was previously restricted, is increasingly available. In 2016, Cuba signed an agreement with Google to increase their Internet speed.  One of the most significant changes for Cuba’s economy has been the removal of U.S. travel restrictions. Once a popular destination for U.S. travelers, Cuba is expected to have increased tourism as U.S. citizens flock to return to the previously restricted destination. 
The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico became a territory of the United States at the end of the Spanish-American War. Although not a state, Puerto Ricans are U.S. citizens with no travel or employment restrictions anywhere in the United States. The main difference for Puerto Rican citizens is that they cannot vote in U.S. presidential elections. Puerto Ricans have, at times, considered the issue of Puerto Rico becoming an official U.S. state. Thus far, Puerto Rican voters have chosen to retain their commonwealth status.
Despite paying more for workers due to minimum wage laws, U.S. firms continued to invest and bring prosperity to Puerto Rico until the tax advantages for such activities were removed in 2006. This removal of economic activity brought about a Puerto Rican recession and helped to increase the number of people living in poverty. In recent years, many Puerto Ricans have migrated to the U.S. mainland to find work. Ironically, Dominican Republic citizens migrate to Puerto Rico in search of better jobs and Haitians cross over into the Dominican Republic looking for work. There is a migration chain that has been created as a result of people looking to earn more income. In Puerto Rico, modern industries include pharmaceuticals, electronics, and apparel. Similar to other islands in the region, Puerto Rico relies on tourism to bring in much needed funds. 
Tourism and Economic Activity in the Islands
The physical geography of the Caribbean region makes it a prime location for tourism. The area’s beautiful coastal waters and warm tropical climate draw in tourists from all over North America and the world. Tourism is the number one means of economic income for many places in the Caribbean, and is a major component of efforts by leaders of the islands of the Lesser Antilles to achieve economic development for their people. Realizing their value as a source of income, the islands work to attract cruise ships from the southern coasts of the United States.  Understandably, the main restriction on cruise ship travel is the hurricane season which is from June to November.

Even though tourism has become a vital economic component of the Caribbean Basin, in the long term, tourism creates many problems. Large cruise ships with thousands of tourists can overtax the environment and bring with it an increase in environmental pollution. Since most people in the Caribbean live below the poverty line, the investment in tourism infrastructure takes away resources that could be allocated to schools, roads, medical clinics, and housing. However, without the income from tourism, there would be no money for infrastructure. Most of the jobs in the hotels, ports, and restaurants where wealthy tourists visit employ people from poorer communities at low wages. In the model of how countries gain wealth, tourism is a mixed-profit situation. Local businesses in the Caribbean do gain income from tourists who spend their money there; however, the big money is in the cruise ship lines and the resort hotels, which are mainly owned by international corporations or the local wealthy elite. 

Agricultural products have been traditionally a large part of the economic activity of the islands of the Lesser Antilles. The problem has been that the profit margins on the products are low and prices are subject to international markets, which fluctuate widely. With an increasing population and few opportunities or advantages, countries such as Haiti suffer from poverty and unemployment. Being an island, there are few methods of expanding the economy. Unless an island has a natural resource such as oil or minerals, as is the case with Trinidad and Tobago, or has developed industry, as in Puerto Rico, there are few opportunities other than tourism to bolster the economy. 
Culture: Caribbean Music

The Caribbean culture includes many varieties of music that have developed on several islands. Every island has its own traditional festivals that include parades, music, and dance. The music scene reveals the uniqueness of the Caribbean. For example, the Dominican Republic has meringue music, Dominica has bouyon, and Haiti has its festive Rara music.

The Cuban influence on music is vividly evident in the spicy salsa tunes that have emanated from the Caribbean over the years. African and Spanish cultural influences have helped shape the salsa music that has evolved from Cuba and neighboring islands of Puerto Rico and the Greater Antilles. With a strong percussion component, snappy brass additions, and rhythmic guitar sections, salsa has become popular throughout many parts of Latin America. Other genres of music coming out of Cuba include rumba, habanera, son, and timba, to name a few.

Calypso music comes from a mix of African influences on the island of Trinidad. Calypso began taking shape at the beginning of the twentieth century and gained popularity through Carnival and other Caribbean festivals. It has evolved to incorporate the steel pan and other musical instruments. 

The pan (steel pan) is the national instrument of Trinidad and Tobago, where it was created. The pan was originally made from fifty-five-gallon oil drums. The bottom is cut off at various levels to provide different sounds. The top is then shaped into a chromatically pitched percussion instrument. It is struck with a pair of straight sticks. An entire family of pans has been developed and can be assembled into a steel pan orchestra. The instrument has become popular outside the Caribbean as well.

Reggae music started coming out of Jamaica in the 1960s with the music of such artists as Bob Marley and the Wailers, which featured Peter Tosh and Bunny Wailer. The rhythmic style with offbeat accents evolved from earlier genres to become a standard of Jamaican music. Reggae music has often been associated with the Rastafarian movement or Rasta, which is based on a religious ideology.

